First Baptist Church
of Linesville, Pa.

“Pointing people to Jesus by lovingly sharing the gospel and serving them.”
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Linesville First Baptist Church
PO Box 387 - 6114 US Highway 6
Linesville, PA 16424
814-683-5244
firstbaptistch@zoominternet.net
www.fbclinesville.org
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THE LINESVILLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
“Pointing people to Jesus by lovingly sharing the gospel and serving them.”
Linesville First Baptist Church Mission Statement

Welcome...
Blessing
 In a single word, we want to be a blessing to those around us. We understand that
God has poured out blessings beyond measure into our lives so that we can in
turn, bless those around us. It is through our faith, hope and love that those in
need will come to know our living Savior, Jesus.
◦ Genesis 12:2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing.”
Our Goal...
To restore people to the Kingdom of God while helping those in our fellowship grow to
their full potential in Christ
 We recognize that God has uniquely placed our congregation in this community at
this time for a purpose – we are called to be a blessing to those around in order to
help them return to our loving Father.
◦ Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Our Values...
 Be True To The Truth
 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.”
 Be Friendly and Welcoming
 1 Peter 4:9 “Offer hospitality to one another.”
 Be Restorative
 Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other's burdens and you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
 Be Relevant
 1 Corinthians 9:22 “I have become all things to all men that by all possible
means I might save some.”
Our Strategy...
 WELCOME/WORSHIP Strategy
◦ Be welcoming from the door to the sanctuary,
and back to the door as they exit as we would a
guest in our house. Singing is a time of
celebration! Sermon is based on the word.
◦ Psalm 122:1 “I rejoiced with those who said to
me, let us go to the house of the Lord.”
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CONNECT Strategy
◦ Offer “A Place To Connect” through various
special events
▪ Pickle-ball Night
▪ Exercise Group
▪ Mother's Day Brunch
▪ Sportsmen's Banquet
▪ Centershot Ministries
▪ Pastries/Pizza with Pastors
▪ All-Church Picnic
◦ 1 John 1:3 “We proclaim to you what we
have seen and heard, so that you also may
have fellowship with us.”



GROW Strategy
◦ Offer opportunities to grow, becoming
more like Christ
▪ Life Groups
▪ Baptism/Membership Class
▪ Awana
▪ Youth Group
▪ Vacation Bible School
▪ Camp Judson
▪ Elevate
▪ Special Events
◦ Matthew 28:19 “Go and make disciples.”



SERVE Strategy
◦ Offer opportunities to serve those around us
▪ Worship Team/Music
▪ Funeral Dinners
▪ Meals to the Sick/Recovering
▪ Home Repairs
▪ Food Pantry
▪ Boards/Committees
▪ Greeting Team
▪ Prayer Group
▪ Special Events
▪ Camp Judson
◦ Galatians 6:10 “Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of
God.”
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Our Beliefs
 We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God.
 We believe that God has revealed Himself to mankind as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one in substance, equal in power and perfection.

 We believe our congregation is built upon the solid Rock, Jesus Christ, the cornerstone of
our faith.

 We believe the Lord Jesus is the head of the church.
 We believe the universal church is comprised of all who believe in the Word of God and
accept Jesus Christ as personal Savior and Lord.

 We believe the local church is called to join together in order to respond to and follow
God's will.

Our Story...
Baptist history in the Linesville area can be traced
back to 1818 in a log house on the East side of town.
However, from 1899 until 2000 First Baptist
established its church on Mill Street in downtown
Linesville.
From about 1950 until the early 80’s our average
attendance was approximately 125 weekly. In the
spring of 1986, Pastor Art Barnes, who at that time
was a Personnel Director at a factory in Ashtabula
Ohio and a lay minister, was hired and has led our
congregation through a tremendous growth process.
On Mother’s Day 1990 we began two worship
services in order to facilitate the growth. In 1991
construction began on Acklin Fellowship Hall that could accommodate 200 people upstairs and
additional classrooms were constructed downstairs. This facility cost $450,000, was dedicated
and named after former Pastor Emeritus Silas Acklin in 1992, and was declared debt free after
five years and nine months. In 1992 Pastor Art initiated a new concept having one Sunday
service being contemporary in style, while maintaining one as traditional. Within a relatively
short period of time the contemporary service was so popular that it was, and remains, used in
both services.
It was during 1995 that for the first time there was a need for multiple staff and a Minister
of Visitation was hired on a part time basis. The staff was increased again in 1998 as a Minister
of Youth was hired part time and then later changed to full time.
In 1998 a landmark decision was made to purchase 18 acres of land on the east side of the
Linesville Boro at a cost of $40,000 for future expansion. This land was paid for in full in less
than six months.
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On September 1, 2000 the First Baptist Church of Linesville on Mill Street caught fire
and was completely destroyed, leaving Acklin Hall and the parsonage virtually untouched, but
necessitating the building of a new church.
Fortunately, in God’s plan, the Planning Committee had been developing diligently the
plans for a new structure on the recently purchased land. As a result of the fire, plans moved
forward quickly and construction on a new two
million dollar facility began in the summer of 2001.
In June of 2002, the congregation walked from the
former land on Mill Street to the new beautiful
facility that seats approximately 400 on the present
property.
Within two years Phase II was constructed,
which included all of our church offices as well as a
youth room, for approximately $80,000.
Approximately two years later First Baptist felt the
need to add a full time Minister of Music. Around
2006 we constructed a new 50 car parking lot, and
built a pavilion to seat 200 for outdoor activities. In
February of 2008 our church celebrated a HUGE
blessing recognizing that we were now – once again
– DEBT FREE! In fact, within a quarter of a century
our church annual budget has risen from $50,000 to
now reaching approximately $403,000 for 2014.
With God’s blessing our church congregation has
exceeded the annual budget every single year.
In the fall of 2008 the work on Phase III
began with member Bruce Giering serving as the
general contractor. The work on Phase III was completed
by the summer of 2009 and included a family life center,
a new nursery and toddler area, a spacious kitchen and
additional bathrooms. The cost of this project was just
under one million dollars.
The church’s current debt is roughly $134,000.
In 2014, Pastor Joel Weck was hired as our new
Lead Pastor. Weekly attendance varies between 325 and
400 for the two worship services. Tracking records
indicate that there are roughly 500 different people that
attend our church each month. Since entering our new
facility in 2002 we normally have two Baptismal services
a year – spring and fall. We continue averaging 15-20
new members who are baptized/join at each of the ceremonies.
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that
you will not have room enough for it.”
Malachi 3:10
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Our Organizational Structure
• Christ is the Head of the Church
 We are a congregational body responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit
 The senior pastor is accountable to the Diaconate Board as representatives of the
congregation
 The pastoral staff is directly accountable to the senior pastor and indirectly
accountable to the Diaconate Board
 Boards acting on behalf of and in accountability to the congregation of the Linesville
First Baptist Church:
▪ Diaconate Board
• work closely with the senior pastor overseeing the spiritual welfare of the
church
▪ Christian Education Board
• provide general oversight to the educational ministry of the church
▪ Board of Trustees
• oversee the maintenance of all church properties and finances of the church
▪ Missions Board
• promote interest and participation in local, national, and international missions
▪ Auditing Committee
• fully examines the financial books then reports to the congregation at the
annual meeting
▪ Ushers
• receive the weekly offering during the service and help with seating/special
needs as they arise
 Nominating Committee
 formed on an annual basis to nominate candidates for church board positions
 a ballot is presented to the congregation at the annual meeting
 Pastoral Relations Committee
 act as a mediator between congregation and pastors in any delicate matters
 make recommendations to the trustees in regards to pastors' salaries
 serve as members of the pulpit committee when such committees are named
Our Demographics
Our church is a regional church drawing
twice as many people from outside the
immediate community
• 275 commuting from outside our local community

• 125 from the local community
We have GREAT potential for growth
based on the radius we currently reach.
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Our Community
Linesville Area
 small community with a borough population of
approximately 1,155
 a quaint rural town located on historic U.S. Route 6
 named after it's founders, William and Amos Line
 several small restaurants and businesses
 the Pymatuning Spillway, notorious as the place
“where the ducks walk on the fish,” is the second
most popular tourist attraction in Pennsylvania
(second only to the Liberty Bell)
 camping, hunting and fishing
 annual Pymatuning Waterfowl Festival
 annual Corvette Cruise In
 Conneaut Area Senior High School

The Surrounding Area


Pymatuning Lake
◦ the largest lake (reservoir) in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
◦ an area of exceeding beauty
◦ reservoir dam was completed in 1934
located in Jamestown, Pa.
◦ camping, hiking, fishing and boating
◦ fish and waterfowl conservation area
◦ 2 mile causeway spans the middle of the lake
adjoining Pennsylvania and Ohio
◦ Winter sports:
▪ cross-country skiing
▪ snowmobiling
▪ downhill skiing – Peak 'n Peak, NY (70 mi.); Holiday Valley, NY (130 mi.)
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Medical Facilities
◦ Many small offices and services throughout our area
◦ Meadville Medical Center (15 mi.)
◦ Greenville Medical Center (20 mi.)
◦ Hamot Hospital, Erie, Pa (50 mi.)
◦ St. Vincent Hospital, Erie, Pa (50 mi.)
◦ Cleveland Clinic, Ohio (70 mi.)
◦ Children's Hospital, Pittsburgh, Pa (100 mi.)
Nearby Cities
◦ just 50 miles south of Erie, Pa.
◦ centrally located near three major metropolitan areas: Pittsburgh (100 mi.),
Cleveland (80 mi.), and Buffalo (135 mi.)
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